Echinococcus multilocularis: in vitro secretion of antigen by hybridomas from metacestode germinal cells and murine tumor cells.
Hybrid cells were produced from Echinococcus multilocularis metacestode germinal cells and murine tumor cells. Small colonies were formed which, while ceasing to grow after a few generations, remained viable for at least 10 weeks. These hybridoma cells secrete antigen(s) reacting in indirect immunofluorescence and ELISA specifically with sera from patients suffering from an E. multilocularis infection. The antigen(s) appear suitable for the differential diagnosis of E. multilocularis and E. granulosus. Thus, hybridoma cells may produce helminth antigens.